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His restraining influence being removed, the nobles pro-
ceeded to carry out their resolve to get rid of these Medici
who were becoming such formidable champions of the people.
Complete success in this object required, they considered,
the death of Cosimo himself .and the banishment of the rest
of the family, including his brother Lorenzo and their first
cousin Averardo; in the case of a family of bankers such a
banishment, particularly if they were dispersed,, would soon
cause their ruin. With the Albizzi family at their head the
nobili now took steps to effect these objects. And the new
palace, so much superior to any hitherto built in Florence,
assisted them in their design, now that the walls began to
attain sufficient height for the general style of the building
to be appreciated, aad particularly the novel aad- expensive
rmiica style of the lower storey.

Having by a skilful manipulation of the elections of the
year 1433 obtained a Signoria considerably under their in-
fluence, the Albizzi party accused Cosimo to the Government
of scheming to exalt himself above the rank of an ordinary
citizen (the worst daarge possible in Florence), .and pointed
among other tilings to the new palace as being too grand for
a simple citizen, denoting an ambition dangerous to the
Republic. Whereupon Cosimo was suddenly arrested, and
consigned to a cell ir* the tower of the Palazzo della Signoria,
while arrangements were made for his .speedy judicial mur-
der. .But the temper of die populace when they heard what
was going on became so ;for&jidable that that plau had after
a day or two to be abandoned. The nobles then attempted
to employ poison, .and commissioned tro of their
to effect this; Cosimo had from the first expected .that
method TOidd foe employed,, and for the fust 'three days of
his fenprisonmeiriit would eat nothing; but <this .second pla$
also failed, as Gosimo's jailer, Federigo Malavolti, jelused to
be connpted. So the cobles had to be content $dth his banish-
naent; but Cosimo bad *a narrow ascape. In due course a
sentence of banishment was passed by the Signoria, a regular